
Chapter 5. Qualifications; Education and Examination 
 
§501. Definition 
 

Accredited University or College--a university or college accredited by any one of the six 
regional accreditation associations: the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools; Middle 
States Association of Colleges and Schools; New England Association of Schools and Colleges; 
North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools; Northwest Association of Schools 
and Colleges; and Western Association of Schools and Colleges. 
 
§503. Educational Requirements 
 
 A. To be eligible for examination and certification by and under auspices of the 
board, after December 31, 1996, an applicant shall possess a baccalaureate or higher degree, duly 
conferred by an accredited university or college recognized and approved by the board, and shall 
have, in the course of attaining such degree, or in addition thereto, received credit for not less 
than 150 hours of postsecondary, graduate, or postgraduate education at and by an accredited 
college or university approved by the board.  The applicant shall present evidence which shall 
consist of one or more official transcripts certifying that the applicant has attained the foregoing 
degree and educational hours, and said transcripts shall evidence award of credit for satisfactory 
completion of the following courses and credit hours, according to whether such courses and 
credits are taken as an undergraduate course and semester hour or a graduate course and semester 
hour. 
 

Undergraduate  Graduate 
Semester  Semester 

       Hours     Hours   
Accounting Courses: 
 Intermediate       6        3 
 Cost        3        3 
 Income tax        3        3 
 Auditing         3        3 
Accounting Electives:       9        9 
   3 semester hours from one of 
   the following: 
  Advanced Financial Accounting, 
  Not-for-profit Accounting/Auditing, 
  Theory 
   6 semester hours in accounting 
   above the basic and beyond the 
   elementary level                 __      
 Total Accounting Courses    24       21   
 
 
 
 
 
 



Undergraduate  Graduate 
Semester  Semester 

       Hours     Hours   
Business Courses (other than 

Accounting Courses):      24          24 
 Including at least 3 semester hours 
 in Commercial Law, as it affects 
 accountancy for CPA examination 
 candidates                   __ 
Total Business Courses       24       24  
 
  1. The board will accept for business course credit semester hours earned in 
courses offered through the institution's College of Business and reported on official transcripts in 
the following areas: 
   a. commercial law; 
   b. economics; 
   c. management; 
   d. marketing; 
   e. business communications; 
   f. statistics; 
   g. finance; 
   h. information systems 
   i. mathematics (as it pertains to business); 
   j. technical writing (covering subjects as opinions, tax planning 
reports, and management advisory service reports and management letters); 
   k. computer science; 
   l. CPA examination review courses if the curriculum is developed 
and taught in a classroom environment by a faculty member under contract at the accredited 
college or university which is offering the course for credit. 
  2. Up to six semester hours in industry-specific business courses may be 
used to satisfy the business courses requirement described in §503.A.1. 
  3. Up to six semester hours for internship may be applied to the 150-hour 
requirement, but may not be used to meet the accounting or business courses requirement. 
  4. Standard conversion (four quarter hours equals three semester hours) will 
be applied whenever a school is not on the semester basis. 
  5. Remedial courses may be applied to the 150-hour requirement, but may 
not be used to satisfy the accounting or business courses requirement. 
  6. Credit hours for repeated courses for which credit has been previously 
earned may not be applied to the 150-hour requirement. 
 
 B. An applicant who has taken an examination approved by the board prior to 
December 31, 1996 shall not be required to receive credit for 150 hours in accordance with 
§503.A until his eligibility expires in accordance with this Subsection.  Such applicants remain 
eligible to take any examination administered by the board prior to December 31, 1999, and shall 
thereafter be eligible, subject to applicable rules and regulations of the board, if conditioned on 
examination prior to December 31, 1999 to take sections of the examination in order to pass all 
sections of the examination.  Candidates who have earned conditional credit(s) which expire after 
December 31, 1999 shall remain eligible until the expiration of the conditional credit(s).  After 
expiration of their conditional credit(s) they shall be required to show completion of 150 semester 
hours before reapplying to take any other CPA examination in Louisiana. 



 C. In the event that the applicant's degree does not reflect the credit hours in the 
courses prescribed by §503.A, the board may, on good cause shown by the applicant, allow the 
substitution of other courses that, in the board's judgment, are substantially equivalent to any of 
such prescribed courses or to the credit hours prescribed therein.  Documentation of good cause 
for any such requested substitution shall be submitted by the applicant to the board upon affidavit 
sworn to and subscribed by the applicant and an officer of the university, college or other 
educational institution where the course to be substituted was taken.  Such affidavit shall set forth 
a course description of the course sought to be substituted and a comparison of the content of 
such course to that of the course for which substitution is requested. 
 
 D. If the applicant's degree does not reflect the credit hours in the courses prescribed 
by §503.A, an applicant may become eligible for examination and certification by and under the 
auspices of the board by having otherwise taken and completed the courses required by this rule 
and received credit for satisfactory completion thereof awarded by an accredited university, 
college, vocational or extension school recognized and approved by the board. 
 
 E. With respect to courses required for the degree, other than those specified by 
§503.A, the board does recognize credit received for courses granted on the basis of advanced 
placement examinations (such as CLEP, ACT or similar examinations).  Except for 
correspondence courses at an accredited university approved by the board, the accounting and 
business course credits specifically listed in §503.A shall have been awarded pursuant to 
satisfactory completion of a course requiring personal attendance at classes in such course. 
 
 
§505. Examination 
 
 A. The examination shall consist of: 
 
  1. the Uniform Certified Public Accountant Examination prepared and 
graded by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants; or 
 
  2. if applicable, the International Uniform CPA Qualification Examination 
(IQEX) prepared and graded by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 
 
 B. Qualifications 
  1. Application - The board shall examine candidates for examination as a 
CPA. 
 
   a. Examinations are ordinarily held in May and November of each 
year.  Candidates for these examinations shall file complete application forms.  A complete 
application is one that is properly filled out, including payment of the required examination fee 
and, if an initial application, accompanied by all required official transcripts. 
 
   b. Applications for the May examination are due in the office of the 
board's agent no later than 5 p.m., March 1.  Applications for the November examination are due 
in the office of the board's agent no later than 5 p.m., September 1.  If the last day for filing falls 
on a Saturday, Sunday or state of Louisiana holiday, the due date will be extended to include the 
next state of Louisiana working day. 
 



   c. First time or transfer-of-grades candidates who have not taken 
their accounting courses in Louisiana must include a copy of the course description(s) of all 
accounting courses not clearly identified by titles listed in §503.A. 
 
  2.  Residency Requirements 
 
   a.  In addition to the requirements set forth in §503, an applicant for 
an initial examination must meet the following residency requirement: 
    i. reside in the state for a period of 120 consecutive days 
within the one-year period prior to the date of the candidate's initial examination; or 
    ii. during the period of a temporary residency outside of 
Louisiana, the applicant has maintained a permanent legal residence in Louisiana, to which he 
intends to return. 
 
  3.  Fee Refund.  If, after filing his application, a candidate is unable to sit for 
the CPA examination, he must so notify the agent of the board not later than seven working days 
prior to the first day of the examination; otherwise, the fee shall be forfeited.  A service charge 
will be assessed on all refunds of examination fees. 
 
 C. Special Procedures.  All examinations must be completed in the time allotted by 
the board.  To comply with the requirements of the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) the 
board may authorize modification to the time allotted. 
 
 D. Board Responsibilities 
  1. Grade Decision.  The board shall not be required to furnish the reason for 
any grades which it shall grant or for any decision which it may reach with respect to the 
examination process. 
  2. Lost Examinations.  In the event that examinations are lost, any claim 
candidates may have against the State Board of Certified Public Accountants of Louisiana, its 
agents and employees will be limited to the examination fee paid. 
 
 E. Grades 

 1. Applicants shall each be given an identifying ID number and only this ID 
number shall be used on examination papers for identification purposes. 
  2. A candidate must sit for all the sections for which he is scheduled in 
order to receive his grades and to be able to sit for the next examination. 
  3. In order to pass the examination a candidate must receive a grade of at 
least 75 in each section. 
  4. The following rule shall apply for conditional credit: 
   a. if a grade of 50 or more is made in each section, a candidate who 
passes at least two sections at a single examination shall receive credit for the sections passed, 
conditioned upon his passing the remaining section or sections as set forth in §505.E.4.b. 
   b. a candidate who has received credit for passing at least two 
sections of the examination, as set forth in §505.E.4.a, shall be required to remove the condition 
in any of the next six consecutive examinations but shall receive no credit for passing a section or 
sections at any examination in which he makes a grade of less than 50 in any other section. 
  5. Grades below 40.  Any candidate who makes a grade below 40 (39 or 
lower) in any section will not be allowed to take the next consecutive examination.  This rule 
does not apply to conditioned candidates. 



  6. Transfer of Grades.  Grades shall be accepted from other states when a 
candidate for transfer of grades has met all the requirements of Louisiana candidates except that 
he sat for the examination in another state.   
   a. Applicant must have completed the education requirements of 
§503 prior to sitting for the examination in the other state.  An exception to this rule will be 
allowed for a bona fide resident of another state who took the exam in his state of residency 
which did not have the 150 hour requirement.  Such applicants may complete their education 
requirements after sitting for the exam. 
   b. Applicant shall submit a completed initial application with an 
official transcript from an accredited college or university and a statement from an officer of the 
state board from which he is transferring as to dates of passing the examination and grades made. 
   c. An applicant for transfer of grades who has conditioned in 
another state must meet the conditional credit rules of §505.E.4 to retain his conditional credit 
and to remove his condition. 
   d. In addition to meeting the requirements for a transfer of grades, 
the applicant shall be required to pay a transfer fee at the time he request the transfer. 

 
F. Each candidate shall be notified by mail, on the date specified by the American 

Institute of Certified Public Accountants, of the grades earned by him in each section of the 
examination.  No information concerning grades will be released until such date. 
  

G. Cheating 
 
  1. Cheating by an applicant in applying for or taking the examination will 
invalidate any grade otherwise earned by a candidate on any part of the examination, and may 
warrant summary expulsion from the examination room and disqualification from taking the 
examination for a time period as prescribed by the board. 
 
  2. For purposes of this rule, the following actions, among others, may be 
considered cheating: 
   a. falsifying or misrepresenting educational credentials or other 
information required for admission to the examination; 
   b. communication between candidates inside or outside the 
examination room or copying another candidate's answers while the examination is in progress; 
   c. communication with others outside the examination room while 
the examination is in progress; 
   d. substitution of another person to sit in the examination room in 
the place of an candidate; or 
   e. reference to crib sheets, textbooks or other material inside or 
outside the examination room while the examination is in progress. 
 
  3. In any case where it appears to the board or its designee, while the 
examination is in progress, that cheating has occurred or is occurring, the board or its designee 
may either summarily expel the candidate involved from the examination or move the candidate 
to a position in the room away from other examinees where the candidates can be watched more 
closely. 
 
  4. Any person who receives from or discloses to another person any of the 
contents of a CPA examination which is classified as a nondisclosed examination shall be subject 
to disciplinary action by the board. 



  5. In any case where probable cause has been determined that a candidate 
has cheated on an examination, or where a candidate has been expelled from an examination, the 
board shall comply with the provisions of R.S. 37:81 to determine the facts, and penalty, if any.  
The penalty shall be in the sole discretion of the board. 
 
Chapter 7. Qualifications; Application for CPA Examination 
 
§701. Application Forms 
 
 Application for examination and/or certification as a certified public accountant shall be 
made on the appropriate forms provided by the board.  Reproduction of these forms shall not be 
accepted. 
 
§703. Initial Application 
 
 A. First time or transfer candidates or applicants must complete an initial application 
form.  An official transcript from each institution at which original credit toward the educational 
requirements was earned must accompany the initial application form.  Official evidence of 
baccalaureate or higher degree conferral must be included, regardless of any other degrees the 
candidate has earned. 
 
 B. Candidates or applicants who have completed courses in fulfillment of the 
educational requirement in institutions outside Louisiana are required to submit course 
descriptions of all accounting and business courses not clearly identified by titles as listed in 
§503. 
 
 C. Candidates or applicants who have completed educational requirements at 
institutions outside the U.S. must have their credentials evaluated by the Foreign Academic 
Credentials Service. 
 
§705. Originals or Certified Copies Required 
 
 All documents required to be submitted must be the original or certified copies thereof.  
For good cause shown, the board may waive or modify this requirement. 
 
§707. Rejection or Refusal of Application 
 
 The board may reject or refuse to consider any application which is not complete in every 
detail, including submission of every document required by the application form and received in 
the board's office; or for applications for the CPA examination, received in the office of the 
board's agent by the appropriate due date. 
 
 
 


