
Minutes 

    STATE BOARD OF  
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

OF LOUISIANA 
 
 601 Poydras Street, Suite 1770 
 New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 
 

January 8, 2026 
 
 

The regular meeting of the State Board of Certified Public Accountants of Louisiana was called to 
order by Chair Mrs. Hutchinson on Thursday January 8, 2026 in the office of the Board at 601 
Poydras Street, Suite 1770, New Orleans, Louisiana. 
  
The purposes of the meeting were to review information and statistics concerning the Uniform 
CPA Examination, review information concerning reinstatement of Certificates, consider 
applications for certification, consider Firm Permit applications and related issues, consider 
executive session matters, and to transact any other business that requires the Board's attention. 
 
The following Members were present: 
 
   Lynn V. Hutchinson, CPA  - Chair 

Letti Lowe-Ardoin, CPA         - Secretary 
Michele Avery, CPA                          - Treasurer 
Daniel P. Brown, CPA   - Member 
Christie Dunn, CPA                            - Member    

   Dennis E. James, CPA             - Member 
                                    Kandace M. Mauldin, CPA                 -          Member 

 
Also present were: 
    
 Staff:  Lisa A. Benefield   - Executive Director  
   Caren Singleton   - Deputy Director 
   Bomani Brown   - Director of Compliance 
   Tre’ Mouriz         - Compliance Investigator 
   Betsy Boudreaux   - Licensing Analyst 
 
 Guests: Ronald A. Gitz, II, CPA   - CEO/Executive Director, LCPA 
                                    Stacey Lockwood    - Director of Professional Oversight,  
                                                                                                            LCPA    
       
The meeting was called to order by Chair Mrs. Hutchinson at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, January 8, 
2026, upon motion by Ms. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Ms. Dunn and unanimously adopted. 
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I. CHAIR'S REPORT 
 

A.        Personnel 

Tasha Anders, Administrative Coordinator 3, was separated from probation on December 4, 2025.  
The position was posted with State Civil Service until January 12, 2026.  

B. Evaluations for Calendar Year 2025 and Planning Sessions for Calendar Year 2026   
  
Continuous Performance Management (CPM) Evaluations for 2025 and Planning sessions for 
2026 will be conducted in January and February with a due date of March 1, 2026.  
 
C.  Reminder - Financial Disclosure Statements – Due On or Before May 15, 2026 

 
Board Members were reminded that the “Tier 2.1 Personal Financial Disclosure Statement” must 
be filed with the State Ethics Board by each individual Board member on or before May 15, 2026. 
 
D. Reminder – Governmental Ethics Requirement for Public Servants 

 
All Board Members (and staff) were reminded to complete one hour of education and training on 
the Louisiana Code of Governmental Ethics for 2026.  This is an annual requirement.  The course 
must be completed prior to December 31, 2026. 

 
 

E. Reminder – One Hour of Sexual Harassment Training Requirement for Public 
Servants 

 
All Board Members (and staff) were reminded to complete a minimum of one hour of education 
and training on sexual harassment no later than December 31, 2026.  This is an annual 
requirement.  The course is available through the Department of Civil Service.   

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The regular and executive session minutes for the November 2025 Board Meeting were previously 
sent to Board members for review.  

   
By motion of Ms. Dunn, seconded by Mr. Daniel Brown and unanimously adopted, the Board 
approved the November 2025 regular and executive session minutes as drafted. 
 

 
III. TREASURER'S REPORT  
 

A. The Louisiana Legislative Auditor is currently conducting its audit and should be 
completed by January 30, 2026.   
 

B.       Financial statements through September 30, 2025 were presented for the Board’s review. 
                         



Minutes                    January 8, 2026 

 
 

3 

 
C.      A proposed amended budget for the current fiscal year ending June 30, 2026 and a projected  
           budget for fiscal year ending June 30, 2027 were provided for the Board’s review.      

 
By motion of Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Mr. James and unanimously adopted, the Board 
approved the proposed amended budget: revenue of $1,351,020 and expenses of $1,256,010 for a 
budgeted surplus of $95,010 for the current fiscal year ending June 30, 2026. 

 
By motion of Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Mr. Daniel Brown and unanimously adopted, the 
Board approved the projected budget: revenue of $1,321,200 and expenses of $1,339,745 for a  
budgeted loss of $18,454 for fiscal year ending June 30, 2027. 

 
By motion of Ms. Dunn, seconded by Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin and unanimously adopted, the Board 
approved the Treasurer’s report as presented. 

 
IV. DEATHS AND RESIGNATIONS 
 
A. Deaths (1: 0 Active; 0 Inactive; 1 Retired) 

 
Name Certificate No. Year Issued Status 
Curtis Meaux 10836 1976 Retired 

 
A moment of silence was requested in memory of the above. 
 
 
B. Resignations (36: 17 Active; 13 Inactive; 6 Retired) 

 
The Board was informed that the following Certified Public Accountants requested that their 
CPA  certificate be voluntarily retired. Accordingly, their certificates were placed in cancelled 
status. 

 
Name Certificate No. Year Issued Status 
David Brook 17874 1989 Active 
Ryan Buckner 28880 2019 Active 
Cynthia Grace 18004 1988 Active 
Henry Harvey 21375 1993 Active 
John Hurley 15532 1981 Active 
Gary Klein 20030 1990 Active 
Brenda Jane Lloyd 22363 2000 Active 
John Alan Mahnke 15053 1981 Active 
Farrell Malone 14727 1980 Active 
Mary Martin 29800 2024 Active 
Catherine McDaniel 21411 1995 Active 
Gary Nelson 29439 2022 Active 
Alton Perry 17230 1992 Active 
Patty Perry 19493 1989 Active 
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Tait-Lauren Sachs 29529 2023 Active 
Elaine Shall 19134 1988 Active 
Susan Stirling 23725 1998 Active 
Thomas Budde 10321 1975 Inactive 
Angela Cabrera 21480 1993 Inactive 
Brian Dufrene 16504 2001 Inactive 
David Evans 25559 2006 Inactive 
Laura Gross 19285 1990 Inactive 
Donna McInnis 20959 1992 Inactive 
Lisa Myrtue 21583 1996 Inactive 
Mark Myrtue 20070 1992 Inactive 
Willie Pool-Owens 22630 1999 Inactive 
Paul Page 20075 1990 Inactive 
Virginia Price 28051 2016 Inactive 
Maura Shea 23345 2001 Inactive 
Vernon Thorson-Boudreaux 9326 1974 Inactive 
Deane Bertrand 18734 1987 Retired 
Pamela Edwards 27127 2012 Retired 
Rene John Landry 

 

17190 1985 Retired 
Ellsworth Richardson 14759 1980 Retired 
William Theron Roberts 7035 1971 Retired 
Gary Steinke 4835 1968 Retired 
    

V.    CERTIFICATE & INACTIVE STATUS REINSTATEMENTS 

 
A.        Reinstatement of Certificates / Inactive Status That Expired March 2025  
            (Same Year Reinstatements) 

 
The Executive Director informed the Board the following CPAs and CPA Inactive Registrants 
with expirations on March 1, 2025, reinstated their CPA Certificates or CPA Inactive or Retired 
Status registrations since the last Board Meeting, but prior to December 31, 2025.   

 
 

Name Certificate No. Issue Date 
Vivianne B. Denu 21129-IA 07/29/1992 
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VI.   CPA EXAMINATION 

              
A. Candidates Passing Examination Sections (11) 

 
The following candidates passed the Uniform CPA Examination. CPA Examination Services 
(CPAES) sent a final grade letter (“passing” letter) to these candidates notifying them they 
completed the examination and are eligible to apply for a license if they have met the experience 
and education requirements. 

 
Name Name 
Jude Breaux Shelby Edgeworth 
Heba Judeh Charles Lenox 
Julia Madden James Mann 
Paige Milton Nicole Naral 
Billy Tran Kelsey Woodall 
Michelle Wright  
  

 
B.     Request for Approval and Pre-Approval of Community College Credits to Meet 150 

Hour Requirement  
 
Ms. Becky Theriot submitted a request to the Board for approval of community college credits to 
be taken at Delgado Community College.   
 
She requested the Board’s permission to take ten of the following 3-semester hour courses to fulfill 
the 150-semester hour requirement:  
 
• ACCT 211 Managerial Accounting 
• ACCT 218 Payroll Accounting 
• ACCT 222 Computerized Accounting 
• ACCT 240 Excel for Accounting 
• ACCT 275 Advanced Accounting Projects 
• BUSG 102 Customer Service 
• BUSG 121 Business Math with Excel 
• BUSG 145 Principles of Banking 
• BUSG 151 Stock Markets & Investing 
• BUSG 210 Business Ethics 
• BUSG 252 Entrepreneurial Finance 
• BUSL 235 Employment Law 
• MANG 101 Human Relations in Business 
• MANG 226 Organizational Leadership 
• MATH 203 Statistics 
• MANG 276 Foundations of Strategic Management 
• ACCT 230 Governmental Accounting 
• ADOT 264 Database Applications 
• BUSG 252 Entrepreneurial Finance 
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• BUSG 224 Business Computer Applications 
 
      Her request and documentation were provided for the Board’s review.   
 
Upon motion by Mr. Daniel Brown, seconded by Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin the Board approved Ms. 
Theriot’s request. Any of the above courses may be taken at Delgado Community College for her 
to complete the 150-semester hour requirement for licensure.  
 
 
VII. APPROVAL OF CERTIFICATES (Issued / Reissued) 

A. Ratification of Original Actives Issued by the Executive Director 
 

  The following individuals passed the Uniform CPA Examination and submitted applications for 
CPA Certificates. The Executive Director evaluated the applications and the applicants’ experience 
and issued CPA Certificates, subject to ratification by the Board. 
 
Upon motion by Ms. Dunn, seconded by Ms. Mauldin and unanimously adopted, the Board ratified 
the issuance of the following CPA Certificates (Item 1)  
 

 
1.         Current CPA Applicants (Passed Exam After June 1999) (20)  

 

Name Certificate 
Number 

License Issue 
Date 

City, State 

Zachary Paul LeBeouf 30074 11/07/2025 Duson, LA 
Lauren Miller Warren 30075 11/12/2025 Sunset, LA 
Peter Allen Vernaci, Jr. 30077 11/12/2025 Metairie, LA 
Tobie Jeanne Landry 30078 11/12/2025 Morganza, LA 
Blaine Calcagno 30079 11/12/2025 Metairie, LA 
Jacob Kerr 30080 11/13/2025 Baton Rouge, LA 
Mei Ting Fong 30081 11/13/2025 Lake Charles, LA 
Julia Marie Lemoine Madden 30085 11/19/2025 Benton, LA 
Heba Kanan Judeh 30086 11/19/2025 Kenner, LA 
Maggie Peltier 30088 12/01/2025 Ventress, LA 
Ken Khang Nguyen 30089 12/01/2025 Harvey, LA 
Jason Lyon 30091 12/04/2025 Monroe, LA 
Jude Breaux 30093 12/05/2025 New Orleans, LA 
Ciara Jonkers Holland 30094 12/17/2025 Amite, LA 
Billy Tran 30095 12/17/2025 Lafayette, LA 
Kelsey Jordan Woodall 30096 12/17/2025 Carencro, LA 
Peyton Joseph Jacob 30099 12/18/2025 Mandeville, LA 
Eric Vaurice Griffin 30100 12/18/2025 Springfield, LA 
Lawren Thompson 30101 12/19/2025 Addis, LA 
Rebekah Naomi Crandle 30102 12/22/2025 Covington, LA 
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2.  Reissuance of Certificates as Active (Licensed) (0) 

       (Previous CPA Examination - Passed Exam Before June 1999) 
 

 There were none since the last Board Meeting. 
 
 
B. Reinstatements of Prior Active Certificates (Licenses) 
 Prior Year Reinstatement (4) 
 
The following CPAs were initially licensed, later elected not to renew their licenses, and recently 
submitted applications to reinstate to active status. The Executive Director evaluated the 
applications and the applicants’ experience and continuing education as applicable and re-issued 
CPA Certificates to Practice (License Reinstatements), subject to ratification by the Board. 
 
 
Upon motion by Ms. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Mr. James and unanimously adopted, the Board 
ratified the re-issuance of the following CPA Certificates (License Reinstatements) (Item B): 
 
Name Certificate No. Active Certification 

Reinstatement Date 
Charlene Marie Scie 24729 11/21/2025 
Tammy Tullis Yandle 22203 11/25/2025 
Suzanne Giambrone 26773 12/01/2025 
Jennifer Roycroft 25078 12/22/2025 
   

C.       Request for Alternative Experience Verification to Reinstate to Active 

 
Mr. Charles Saloom (CPA #28666-IA) applied for Reinstatement to Active status. He requested 
the Board’s approval since the NASBA Experience Verification Service was unavailable.   
 
His request and documentation were provided for the Board’s review. 

The Board deferred his request to the April 2026 Board Meeting, pending additional information.  
 
 
D.       Reinstatements of Prior Active Certificates (Licenses) to Inactive (0) 
           Prior Year Reinstatement  
 
There were none since the last Board Meeting. 

 
E.       Reinstatements of Prior Inactive (Certificates) (0) 
           Prior Year Reinstatement  
 
There were none since the last Board Meeting.  
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F.        Approval of Reciprocal Certificates Issued (8) 
 

The following individuals submitted applications for Louisiana Reciprocal Certificates.  The 
Executive Director evaluated the applications and approved the Reciprocal Certificates, subject to 
ratification by the Board.   

Upon motion by Ms. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Mr. Daniel Brown and unanimously adopted, the 
Board ratified the issuance of the following Reciprocal Certificates (Item F):  

 

G.       Approval of Transfer of Grades for Original Louisiana Certificates (1) 

    
The following individual submitted a Transfer of Grades application for a Louisiana Certificate.  
The Executive Director evaluated the application and the applicant’s experience and issued a CPA 
Certificate, subject to ratification by the Board. 

   
Upon motion by Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Mr. Daniel Brown and unanimously adopted, 
the Board ratified the issuance of the following CPA Certificate (Item G): 

 
Name Certificate No. Issue Date 
Alejandro Gonzalez Gonzalez 30076 11/12/2025 
   
   

VIII. CPA FIRM PERMITS AND FIRM RELATED ISSUES 
 
A.  Reinstatements of CPA Firm Permits that Expired March 1, 2025 (0) 
                 (Same Year Reinstatements) 

There were none since the last Board Meeting. 
  
B.       New CPA Firm Permit Applications (11) 

 
The following Firms submitted applications for CPA Firm Permits.  The Executive Director 
reviewed the applications and determined that the Firms satisfied all requirements.  The Executive 
Director issued the Firm Permits, subject to Board ratification.  
 

Name Certificate No. Issue Date Original State 
Kranthi Brahma Teja Paleti 30082 11/14/2025 WA 
Kevin J. Lloyd 30083 11/14/2025 TX 
Angelle Romaine 30084 11/18/2025 TX 
Emma Jean Williams 30087 11/26/2025 NY 
Hanna Zhihong He 30090 12/01/2025 NC 
Robert Howard 30092 12/04/2025 GA 
Stephen Wickwire 30097 12/17/2025 MS 
Brittney Brady 30098 12/17/2025 TX 
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Upon motion by Ms. Dunn, seconded by Mr. James and unanimously adopted, the Board ratified 
the issuance of the following CPA Firm Permits: 

 

Firm Name Firm Location Firm Permit 
No. Issue Date 

Kelsi S Dickerson CPA LLC LA 5819 11/18/2025 
Isabella CPA & Advisory, LLC LA 5820 11/18/2025 
Erin Riecke Rowan, CPA LLC LA 5821 11/18/2025 
Nick Richardson, CPA, A Professional Corp LA 5822 12/03/2025 
Scott CPA, LLC LA 5823 12/18/2025 
Kaleb B. Andrepont CPA LLC LA 5824 12/19/2025 
Kruse CPA, LLC LA 5825 12/19/2025 
Ragan CPA, LLC LA 5826 12/19/2025 
KRS, LLC LA 5827 12/19/2025 
John C. Gordon, CPA LA 5828 12/19/2025 
Kellie Case, CPA, LLC LA 5829 12/22/2025 
    

        

C.      Reinstatement of Firm Permit Expired In Prior Years (0) 

There were none since the last Board Meeting. 
 
D.       CPA Firms – Change in Name or Legal Entity (3)       

Firm Name Firm 
Permit No. Previous Firm Name Issue Date 

Leigh F. Bentley, CPA, LLC 4138 Leigh F. Bentley, CPA 12/18/2025 
Cook & Morehart, CPAs, LLC 701 Cook & Morehart, CPAs 12/19/2025 
Mauldin & Jenkins, LLC 1036 LaPorte, APAC 12/19/2025 
    
    

E.        CPA Firms Retired or Canceled (22)   

 Firm Name Firm Permit No. Issue Date 
   
Bentley & Associates PC 89 prior to LAA 
Uzee, Butler, Arceneaux & Bowes, CPAs 265 prior to LAA 
Rosary Guillot, CPA 1390 prior to LAA 
Susan F. Hebert, CPA, P.C. 1410 prior to LAA 
Cynthia Delgado Rodriguez, CPA 1614 prior to LAA 
M. Carleen Dumas, CPA 3650 prior to LAA 
Larry G Johnson CPA APAC 2766 prior to LAA 
John P. McCrossen, CPA, APAC 3071 prior to LAA 
Catherine F. McDaniel, CPA 3567 prior to LAA 
Michael S. DePaul, CPA 3702 prior to LAA 
Roslyn J. Johnson, LLC 4049 2001 
David A. Clark, CPA 4282 2003 
Vincent R. Protti, Jr., LLC 4394 2004 
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Phillip P LeBlanc CPA APAC 4579 2007 
Mark Graves, CPA 4596 2007 
Moss Adams LLP 4820 2010 
Eric J. Broussard, CPA 4872 2010 
Postlethwaite & Netterville and Associates, LLC 5176 2014 
Gus Schram III, CPA, LLC 5427 2017 
Gus Schram & Co., Inc. 5428 2017 
Steve Gardes, CPA 5492 2019 
Christopher R Countiss, CPA LLC 5652 2022 
   

 

IX. PEER REVIEW ITEMS 
 

A.       Peer Review Oversight Committee (PROC) Reports  

 
Individual reports submitted by PROC Members were provided for the Board’s review. 

 
B. Peer Review Results – Prior Years vs Current Year to Date 

(Accumulated from Louisiana Society Peer Review program) 
 

  
 

2025 2024 2023 2022 
Engagement 
Reviews 

 
30 21 17 35 

Pass 23 17 12 26 
Pass w/def. 5 4 2 8 
Fail 2 0 3 1 

System 
Reviews 

 
49 64 35 55 

Pass 39 57 34 52 
Pass w/def. 8 6 1 3 
Fail 2 1 0 0 

Grand Total 79 85 52 90 
 

Engagement 
Reviews - Pass 

 
46 32 24 49 

 
  

No. PROC 
Meetings during 
calendar year 

 
6 

 
6 

 
5 

 
8 
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C. Report on Selected Staff Activity Stemming from Peer Reviews  

  
Since 

11/06/25 
(Last Meeting 

Reported) 

 
Calendar 
Year Jan. 

2025 

 
Calendar 
Year Jan. 

2024 

Calendar 
Year Jan. 

2023 

Calendar 
Year Jan. 

2022 

# Practice Restrictions 1 3 2 1 5 
# Extensions 4 11 6 12 15 
# Year End Changes 0 0 0 1 0 
# First Fail Letters 4 11 6 5 12 

 

 

X. RECURRING MATTERS AND DEFERRED ITEMS 
 

A. Society of Louisiana CPAs (LCPA) 
 

Ron Gitz, LCPA CEO/Executive Director, reported on items of interest to the profession.   
   

B. Update on ADA Web Accessibility Compliance  
 

Since being notified in February 2025 by Rikki David, State ADA Coordinator, of the U.S. 
Department of Justice’s final rule amending ADA Title II regulations, staff completed required 
training, evaluated the Board’s web properties, and identified the accessibility issues that must be 
addressed to meet WCAG 2.1 standards. The compliance deadline is April 24, 2026. 

Staff obtained proposals and pricing from Design the Planet, Deque, USAbleNet, and Recite Me.  

The ADA Compliance Status Report and a comparison chart outlining the scope of services and 
associated costs for each vendor was provided for the Board’s review. 

“BE IT RESOLVED:  Lisa A. Benefield, Executive Director, is authorized, by her signature 
to enter  into a contractual obligation with Design the Planet on behalf of this Board.” 

 
By motion of Ms. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Ms. Mauldin, the Board unanimously adopts the 
above resolution. 
 
“BE IT RESOLVED:  Lisa A. Benefield, Executive Director, is authorized, by her signature 
to enter  into a contractual obligation with SHI/Deque on behalf of this Board.” 

 
By motion of Ms. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Ms. Mauldin, the Board unanimously adopts the 
above resolution. 
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C. Rules and Statues Subcommittee  
 

The Rules and Statutes Subcommittee members, Mrs. Hutchinson, Mr. James and Mr. Daniel 
Brown, met virtually on November 24, 2025, to discuss NASBA’s White Paper on Alternative 
Practice Structures.  

The White Paper and the subcommittees’ responses were provided for the Board’s review. 

By motion of Ms. Lowe-Ardoin and seconded by Mr. James and unanimously adopted, the Board 
made a motion to hear a report from the Rules and Statute Committee. 

The Rules and Statute Committee provided an update on HB 548.  

 

D. Request for Approval of CPE for Certification Exams *Deferred from November 2025 
Board Meeting.  

 
Benjamin A. Broughton (License No. 28551) previously submitted a request for approval of CPE 
for completion of Financial Planning & Analysis (CFPA) exam sponsored by Wharton & Wall 
Street Prep at the November 2025 Board Meeting. The request was deferred pending receipt of 
additional summarized information. 
 
Mr. Broughton’s request and the additional requested information was provided for the Board’s 
review.   
 
Upon motion by Mr. Daniel Brown, seconded by Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin the Board approved  the 
request of 20 hours of CPE for Mr. Broughton for the 2025 CPE reporting year.  
 
Upon motion by Ms. Lowe Ardoin, seconded by Mr. Daniel Brown, the Board gave blanket 
approval for all CPAs for the successful completion of Financial Planning & Analysis (CFPA) 
exam, provided they can provide confirmation that none of the exams were waived.  
 

XI. CPE ITEMS 
          
A. Audit of 2024 CPE Reported 
 
CPE Coordinator, Jean Palmer, is in the process of completing an audit of CPE Reporting for the 
2024 reporting period.  A total of 68 CPAs were selected for audit. All 68 licensees submitted 
supporting documentation.   
 
Thus far, 61 of 68 audit files were reviewed by Ms. Palmer:  

 
   51 – 75.00 %  Pass - No deficiencies or problems found 

                             7 – 10.30 %  Pass with Deficiency - Some deficiencies but sufficient hours 
     3 –   4.40 %  Fail - Insufficient hours due, in part, to invalid documentation 
     7 – 10.33 %  Pending 
   68        Total   
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B. Professional Ethics Requirement for 2026 
 

The following CPE vendors submitted a 2026 Ethics course to be considered as a Board-
approved course. 
 
1. Beacon Hill 
2. Becker 
3. Checkpoint Learning by CeriFi, LLC 
4. CPA Self Study (Surgent McCoy CPE, LLC) 
5. CPE Think 
6. Kaplan 
7. LCPA 
8. MasterCPE (Surgent McCoy CPE, LLC) 
9. My CPE 
10. WebCE 
11. Learn CPE 
12. Illumeo 
 
Committee members (Mrs. Hutchinson, Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin and Ms. Dunn) reviewed the courses. 
The committee approved all courses (once recommended edits are completed), except for Becker. 
Board staff was instructed to provide feedback to Becker.   
 
 
XII. NEW MATTERS 
 

A. Thentia Update  
 

Ms. Benefield discussed that Thentia, the Board's current database provider, is undergoing a 
reorganization and is currently in a receivership; the receiver is the accounting firm of  'Doane Grant 
Thornton' out of Canada.  Thentia's senior leadership has assured all clients that systems will continue 
to operate during this process.   

B. AICPA Letter to U.S. Department of Education   
 

NASBA shared a letter recently sent from AICPA to the U.S. Department of Education regarding the 
inclusion of CPA Licensure Programs in the definition of “Professional Degree”.  The letter was sent 
on behalf of AICPA and state CPA societies nationwide to ensure equitable treatment of a profession 
that is foundational to the nation’s economic health and regulatory compliance. 

Their communication was provided for the Board’s review.  
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C.         AICPA Professional Ethics Executive Committee 
 
The AICPA Professional Ethics Executive Committee (PEEC) is seeking comments on an exposure 
draft of proposed revisions to related to alternative practice structures. The Exposure Draft was 
provided for the Board’s review. 
 
The Rules and Statutes Subcommittee members, Mrs. Hutchinson, Mr. James, and Mr. Daniel 
Brown will  draft a response for the full Board’s review at the April 2026 meeting, with a final draft 
to be submitted by the April 30 deadline.  
 
D.         Louisiana Asset Management Pool (LAMP)  

In November, Board Member Dennis James inquired about the Louisiana Asset Management Pool, 
Inc. (LAMP), including whether the Board had previously evaluated the program and/or whether it 
may be a suitable investment option for the Board. 

Information on the program and the application were provided for the Board’s review. 

Upon motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mr. Daniel Brown, the Board authorized Ms. Benefield to 
establish an account with LAMP, with the total investment not to exceed one-million dollars.  

E. Director & Officers Liability Insurance Information   
 

At the November 2025 Board Meeting, Mr. James asked Board staff to get information on Directors 
and Officers (D&O) Insurance coverage. Ms. Benefield discussed.  

 
        

XIII. INFORMATION ITEMS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A.   2026 Renewals  

As previously mentioned, renewal notices went out via email on November 6, 2025. Thereafter, 
all certificate holders and firms who had not renewed by November 30th were emailed renewal 
reminders on December 1, 2025.   

As of January 5, 2026 the Board has the following information: 
 

    In Renewal     Registered/Approved 
CPA 1,219 5,940 
CPA Inactive 821 1276 
CPA Retired 118   300 
Firms 426                   1,206 
Total          2,584 8,722 
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XIV. REPORTS ON CONFERENCES /MEETINGS 
 

A.   Louisiana Chapter of NIGP 2025 Educational Conference and Exposition 
 December 2-5, 2025 

       Lake Charles, LA  
 
       Ms. Singleton attended.  

B.   Louisiana Secretary of State’s Office Records Management Training 
      December 10, 2025 
       Baton Rouge, LA  
 
       Ms. Benefield, Ms. Singleton, Ms. Boudreaux and Mr. Mouriz attended.  
 
XV. FUTURE MEETING / CONFERENCE DATES 
 
A.   NASBA’s 31st Annual Conference for Board of Accountancy Legal Counsel 
       March 24-26, 2026 
       Austin, TX 
 
       Mr. Bomani Brown and Mr. Mouriz plan to attend. 

 
 
B.   NASBA’s 43rd Annual Conference for Executive Directors and Board Staff       
       March 24-26, 2026* 
       Austin, TX 
 
       Ms. Benefield and Ms. Singleton plan to attend. 
        *Ms. Benefield’s Executive Director’s Committee meeting is March 27th from 9 a.m. to 
  1 p.m.  

 
C.   LCPA 2025 Educators Workshop  
      March 27, 2026 
       Lafayette, LA  
 
 Ms. Mauldin will appear as a speaker.  
 
       
D.   NASBA’s Eastern Regional Meeting 
       June 9-11, 2026 
       Rio Grande, PR 
 
       Mrs. Hutchinson plans to attend. 
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E.   NASBA’s Western Regional Meeting 
       June 23-25, 2026 
       Park City, UT 
 
       Mrs. Hutchinson and Ms. Benefield plan to attend.  
 
 
F.   PSHRA (Public Sector HR Association) Annual Conference 
       September 28- September 30, 2026 
      Portland, OR 
 
       Ms. Singleton plans to attend. 
 
G.   NASBA’s 119th Annual Meeting 
       October 25-28, 2026 
       Litchfield Park, AZ 
 
       Mrs. Hutchinson and Ms. Benefield plan to attend.  
 
 
XVI.   UPCOMING BOARD OFFICE HOLIDAYS 

January 19, 2026            Martin Luther King Day 
February 17, 2026    Mardi Gras Day 
April 3, 2026                Good Friday 
 
XVII.  NEXT BOARD MEETINGS  

  
A.       Future Board Meetings   
  
Thursday, April 23, 2026 through Friday, April 24, 2026 had been previously reserved for the 
Spring Board Meeting.  If an administrative hearing is necessary, a date will be determined. 

 
Thursday, July 30, 2026 through Friday, July 31, 2026 had been previously reserved for the July 
Board Meeting.  If an administrative hearing is necessary, a date will be determined. 

 
Thursday, November 5, 2026 through Friday, November 6, 2026 was selected reserved for the 
November Board Meeting.  If an administrative hearing is necessary, a date will be determined. 

 
 

XVIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION MATTERS 
  
 
In order to report on the status of compliance with Board Decisions and Consent Orders, the status of 
investigations, and to address other executive session matters, an executive session was convened and 
called to order by Chair Mrs. Hutchinson on January 8, 2026 upon motion(s) made, as follows: 
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Upon motion by Ms. Lowe-Ardoin , seconded by Mr. James, the Board went into executive session 
on January 8, 2026 at 4:00 p.m.  
 
Upon motion by Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Mr. Daniel Brown, the executive session adjourned 
at 4:18 p.m.  

 
 

XIX.     DISPOSITION OF MATTERS DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
The Board considered the matters reported on and discussed in Executive Session, and considered 
motions and voted on those matters where applicable. 
 
 
A. Consideration of Consent Order – File No. 2024-13    

(Investigating Officer Mr. Daniel Brown) 
 

Upon motion by Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Mr. James, the Board, by a vote of 6-0 
approved the Consent Orders in this matter. 

B. Consideration of Consent Order – File No. 2025-86 
 (Investigating Officer Mr. Bomani Brown) 
 

Upon motion by Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Ms. Dunn, the Board, by a vote of 7-0 
approved the Consent Orders in this matter. 

C. Consideration of Consent Order – File No. 2025-127 
 (Investigating Officer Mr. Bomani Brown) 
 

Upon motion by Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Mr. James, the Board, by a vote of 7-0 
approved the Consent Orders in this matter. 

D. Consideration of Consent Order – File No. 2025-146 
 (Investigating Officer Mr. Bomani Brown) 
 

Upon motion by Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Ms. Dunn, the Board, by a vote of 7-0 
approved the Consent Orders in this matter.  

E. Consideration of Consent Order – File No. 2025-177 
 (Investigating Officer Mr. Bomani Brown) 
 

Upon motion by Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Ms. Mauldin, the Board, by a vote of 7-
0 approved the Consent Orders in this matter. 

F. Consideration of Consent Order – File No. 2025-181 
(Investigating Officer Mr. Bomani Brown) 
 
Upon motion by Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Mr. Daniel Brown, the Board, by a vote 
of 7-0 approved the Consent Orders in this matter. 
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G. Consideration of Consent Order – File No. 2025-182 
 (Investigating Officer Mr. Bomani Brown) 
 

Upon motion by Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Mr. James, the Board, by a vote of 7-0 
approved the Consent Orders in this matter. 

H. Consideration of Consent Order – File No. 2025-190 
 (Investigating Officer Mr. Bomani Brown) 
 

Upon motion by Mr. Daniel Brown, seconded by Ms. Mauldin, the Board, by a vote of 7-
0 approved the Consent Orders in this matter. 

I. Consideration of Consent Order – File No. 2025-196 
 (Investigating Officer Mr. Bomani Brown) 
 

Upon motion by Mr. Daniel Brown, seconded by Ms. Mauldin, the Board, by a vote of 7-
0 approved the Consent Orders in this matter. 

J. Consideration of Consent Order – File No. 2025-216 
 (Investigating Officer Mr. Bomani Brown) 
 

Upon motion by Mr. Daniel Brown, seconded by Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin, the Board, by a vote 
of 7-0 approved the Consent Orders in this matter. 

K. Consideration of Consent Order – File No. 2025-237 
 (Investigating Officer Mr. Bomani Brown) 
 

Upon motion by Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Ms. Mauldin, the Board, by a vote of 7-
0 approved the Consent Orders in this matter. 

 

L. Files Recommended to be Closed with No Cause for Further Action 
 
 File No. 2025-18  File No. 2025-42  File No. 2025-43   
 File No. 2025-44     
  

Upon motion by Mr. Daniel Brown, seconded by Mr. James, the Board found no cause for 
further action and officially closed the above files. 

M. Files Recommended to be Closed with No Cause for Action 
 

File No. 2024-30        File No 2025-31  File No. 2025-32   
File No. 2025-34        File No. 2025-35  File No. 2025-36 
File No. 2025-40        File No. 2025-194  File No. 2025-207 
File No. 2025-223  File No. 2025-230  File No. 2025-231   
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Upon motion by Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Ms. Dunn, the Board found no cause for 
action and closed the above files. 
 

 
N.       The Board accepted the reports made by each respective Investigating Officer on the status of 

their investigative files and other reports on status of matters provided by Board staff.  
 
Upon motion by Mr. Daniel Brown, seconded by Ms. Dunn the Board accepted the above-
described reports.  
 

 
XX.    ADJOURNMENT 

 
Thursday, January 8, 2026: 
 
There being no further business to discuss, upon motion by Mrs. Lowe-Ardoin, seconded by Mr. 
Daniel Brown and unanimously adopted, the meeting adjourned at 4:25 p.m. on Thursday, January 
8, 2026. 

 
 

 


